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American Consulate General in Jeddah Hosts National Day Celebration
on I nternational Womendés Day, Honor s

The Consulate General of the United States of America in Jeddah observed its 2008 American
National Day on March 8 with a gala celebration attended by 200 guests. The event coincided with

Il nternational Womenos D aagnorwameretwo playtaieadipg ralenin opp o r
societ and in the advancement of humanity.

In his remarks, U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Ford M. Fraker noted that, in a

maj or mil estone f or wothet.8iGaud WrakalPartmershimCombbate Ki n g
Breast Cancer recentlgunched a breast cancer awareness training program call@dubhse for

the Curewith personal suppoftom the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah, Her

Royal Highness Princess HessatBlrarrad AtS h a 0andaFirst Lady of the United States Laura

Bush.

The U.S. Ambassador cited the importance of commercial and educational exchange between the
two countries. He praised the King Abdullah Scholarship program and noted that the U.S. currently
hosts 15,000 Saudi studeiita figure he hopes will double in the next three to five years.
Ambassador Fraker added that he intends to encourage U.S sBusttigity in the Kingdom by

sending positive signals to American companies that the security environment has improved. He
stressed thdiothcountrieswant to make it easier fera ¢ h  citizéns to \dsg for tourism,

education and businesand expessed his hope that a proposed-frear reciprocal visa

arrangement can be worked olihe Ambassador pointed out that the U.S. Consulate General in
Dhahranwould begin offerindgull visa servicesn May, and the new Consulate General facility in
Jeddalwould be completed ih8 months

U.S.Consul Generalatiana Gfoellenotedin her remarkshat this was her third arfohal turn

hosting the American National Dags hempostingin Jeddah is coming to an end. Shankedher

Saudi hosts for their hehnd friendship She alsahanked theJ).S. Consulate General team for

everything they hadccomplished during her tenur8heconcluded by expressing her happiness

and pride at having servedAsmer i caods top dKiphngdamdé b aWest emn t R
"America is such a special country. Any person, no matter what gender, creed, or ethnicity, can
become an American. @his why, having traveled threpiarters of the world, | have yet to meet a
foreigner. To me, everyone is a potential American."

The reception featuredsualdisplays depicting pasind presengenerains of leading American
women andnusicby prominent American female performers and compodsdiach is National
Womends Hi dntthe t).$.ard Mareh B is International Wom n & s as@eaignated by
the United Nations in 1975.
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U.S. Consul General in Jeddah Ms. Tatiana Gfoeller, U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia Mr. Ford Fraker, and Direct@eneral of the Ministry of Foreign Affailfdakkah Region
Branch His Excellency Ambassador Mohamed Ahmed @lyeb participate in a calatting
ceremonyatthe American National Day celebration hosted by the American ConsulateaGener

in Jeddah on Saturdalyliarch 8, 2008.

Public Affairs Section, U.S. Consulate Genér&lO Box 149, Jeddah 2141 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Tel: +966 (2) 667.008D Fax: +966 (2) 660.636i7 http://jeddah.usconsulate.gov



